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Dir: Soonl Taraporevala. Cast:
Boman Irani, Zenohia Shroff, Sohrab
Ardeshir, Jahan Batlivala. Shemaz
Patel, Imaad Shah, lyanah Batlivala,
Dilshad Patel.

1 haur 41 mins. ®

Screenplay writer Sooni
Taraparevala rummages in her
backvard for her directorial debut
in time-honoured fashion. Whata
good thing itistoo. Little Zziweisa
delicions slice-of-life comedy that
benefits greatly fromits maker's
intinacy with her subjeer. In Little
Zizow. Taraporevala, whiisa
Parsy shimesa lighton her
commurty’s past, present and
future. The warnmand witty first
feature artempts to define the
essenceaf Parsiness and argues
rhat this Parsiness is under attack
from lundamentalists,
Taraporevala's plea for hberal
values niy be universal, butitis
Little Zizend sspeaificity that
nutkes it distineuve,

Inamovie bursting with
charactersand incidents, the field

helongs 1o knee-high Xerxes
Jahan Batlivala), the son ol Cyrus
[I Khodaiji, arabble rousing
priest who urges areturn o
conservalism. Standimg up Lo
Khodainis Boman Pressvala
{Boman [rant), the publisherofa
community newspaper. Xerxes's
elder brother, Art (Imaad Shah), is
old enough taignore his father and
moveon toother pursuits, such as
cartooning. eying Pressvala’s
daughter Zenobia (Dhlshad Patel)
and hanging out with his buddy
Tito (Tknow Francorsi). As
Khoduiji's campaign gams

ground, Art's heart gets braken
and Xerxes gels grief from
Pressvala’s davghter Liana
([yanal Batlivala), whoresents
his closeness toher mother
Roxanne (Zenohia Shroff). Each
memberof the cast performs
superhly, with top honours
going to Jihan Bathvala, lrant
and Shrol[.

Little Zizow appears to be the
resultof vears spent abserving
the habits and quirks ol ordinary
prople. Taraporevala brings to
the movie a wealth of observation,
and cinematographer Himman
Dhamija captures rich details and
colours. Under the good-natured
humour is a guiet lament ahout
the lnss of a certain way of lile, but
Taraporevala reminds us eversn
often about a crucial aspect of
Parsiness: jote de vivre. Through
her evervday characters, she
emphasises how special her
community is, and what will be
loatif iris allowed to shrink mnto
nothingmess. NR
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